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Children for whom school has no point

Many children do not go to school either because their parents want them at home to take care of siblings, or simply because their parents cannot be bothered to send them. Thousands more are not registered at any school at all, because of their families' unstable lives. 

Underlying this dreadful situation there are two central truths. First of all, the problem of children not going to school often has more to do with their parents than with the children themselves. Secondly, once children go to school, we need to make sure that the experience is a positive one so that they want to keep on going. 

In Britain, the Ministry of Education has introduced a complex package of sticks and carrots to persuade schools to bring truants* and excluded children back into the classroom. It is giving grants so that a thousand schools can set up special units to help these children. Schools receive the grant if they bring a target number of children back to school; if they do not meet the target, the grant is withdrawn. Parents are the subject of this campaign, too: the Home Office has introduced a fine for parents who fail to send their children to school, and has given the police power to pick up truants on the streets. 

www.myownresources.com (adapted)
*truant = a child who does not go to school when he or she should.
I- COMPREHENSION (08 marks)

A/ Are the following sentences true or false? Justify with sentences from the text (01 mark)

1 Parents are less responsible for this situation …………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………

2 The Ministry wants only children who are excluded back to school…………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………

B/ Find the synonyms for the following words or expressions in the text (02marks)

3 Brothers and sisters (P1) = …………………… 

4 Extremely bad (P2) = ………………………… 

5 the favour (P3) = ………………………….
6 Money paid as a punishment (P3) = ……………….. 

C/What or who do the following words or groups of words refer to in the text? (01mark)

7 It (…it is paying grants…) = …………………………………..

8 these children (…units to help these children…) = ………………………………………

D/Choose the correct answer. (2 marks) 

9 According to the text, there are thousands of children who ...  

a) stay at home doing the housework. 

b) live in stable families 

c) are not registered at any school.  

10 The Ministry of Education will take away a school's grant if ...  

a) schools do not reach their objectives. 

b) schools meet their targets. 

c) children escape from school.  

11 The Home Office ... 

a) will give money to parents to send children to school. 

b) will punish parents who fail to send their children to school.  

c) has given powers to the police to pick up parents.

E/ Give three reasons in the text why children don’t go to school (01 mark)

12……………………………………………………………………………………………………….

13……………………………………………………………………………………………………….

14………………………………………………………………………………………………………

F/ Give two measures taken by the Ministry of education to bring back the children to school (01 mark)

15………………………………………………………………………………………………………

16………………………………………………………………………………………………………

II- LINGUISTIC COMPETENCE (07 marks)

A/ Complete the sentences using the given prompts. Don’t change their meanings (02 marks)

17 If they do not meet the target, the grant will be withdrawn

Unless…………………………………………………………………………………………………….

18 The Ministry of Education has introduced a complex package of sticks and carrots

A complex package of sticks and carrots…………………………………………………………….

19 In this school, no student is as bad as Abdou  

In this school, Abdou is………………………………………………………………………………...

20 “Go back to school!”, he told his son

He told his son…………………………………………………………………………………………..

B/ Put the verbs between brackets into the correct tense (01.5 marks)

21 If many families had stable lives, their children………………………………… (be) at school

22 It’s the first time this boy………………………………………. (leave) school

23 Ousmane ………………………………………… (not go) to school yesterday morning

C/ Ask questions according to the underlined words (01mark)

24 Schools set up units to help these children

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

25 Many children do not go to school because their parents want them at home

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

D/ Complete with the exact form of the word between brackets (01mark)

26 The Home Office is against the …………………………………. of children (exclude)

27 They have set up a ………………………………. unit to bring back the children (power)

E/ Choose the correct answer (01.5 marks)

28 Alassane didn’t go to school, …………………… Omar

a) so does                     b) so did                    c) neither does                 d) neither did

29 Many children…………………………… attend classes but now they don’t.

a) used                       b) didn’t use             c) used to                            d) doesn’t

30 No one punishes the truants,…………………………..?

a) don’t they                  b) do they            c) doesn’t he                       d) didn’t they

III- WRITING (05marks)
Choose ONE of the following topics.
Topic 1: School is important. Explain why.

Topic 2: One of your friends thinks that school is not important. In your discussion you tried to explain to him that school is good. Write your conversation!

Topic 3: Tell about your first day in Waoundé Ndiaye high school.
! GOOD LUCK!

